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Date  Styles  for  Seated  Half  Dollars  from  the  1850s 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

During  the  early  days  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  all  of  the  coinage  dies  were  hand 
engraved  so  that  each  was  a  unique  work  of  art.  The  head  of  Liberty  on  the  obverse 
had  unique  hair  detail  and  the  eagle  and  wreath  on  the  reverse  had  unique  place- 
ments for  the  claws,  berries  and  leaves.  Furthermore,  stars  and  letters  were  individu- 
ally punched  into  the  dies  so  that  their  positioning  varied  from  die  to  die.  During  the 
Capped  Bust  series  in  the  1830s  the  Mint  was  using  a  single  punch  for  the  central 
device  but  the  stars  and  lettering  around  the  periphery  of  the  designs  were  still  being 
punched  into  each  die. 

The  introduction  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  in  1 836  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  era 
since  the  Mint  had  mastered  new  technology  that  allowed  it  to  create  new  dies  without 
hand  engraving  individual  details  into  each  die.  In  this  process  the  Mint  would  create  a 
Master  Die  that  would  contain  the  complete  design  for  a  particular  denomination.  The 
Master  Die  would  then  be  used  to  produce  a  positive  image  in  metal  called  a  hub  that 
looked  like  the  coin.  The  hub  would  be  properly  hardened  and  then  used  to  produce 
the  individual  dies  for  striking  coins.  The  coinage  hubs  contained  the  entire  design 
except  for  the  date  on  the  obverse  dies  and  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse  dies.  This 
process  eliminated  the  need  to  engrave  each  die  and  vastly  simplified  the  process 
of  creating  new  dies  for  each  year. 

With  an  ability  to  produce  identical  coinage  dies  from  hubs,  the  only  engraving 
necessary  was  the  addition  of  the  date  to  reflect  the  year  in  which  the  die  would  be 
used.  In  its  early  years  the  Mint  had  single  digit  punches  that  were  used  to  punch  the 
date  into  each  die.  The  Mint  had  date  punches  of  different  sizes  for  use  on  different 
denominations  of  coinage  and  punches  of  the  same  digit  might  have  different  shapes. 


1859-0  Half  Dollar  with  Unique  Date  Style  for  the  Decade 
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One  6  punch  might  have  a  knob  on  its  upper  tip  while  another  6  punch  might  come 
to  a  point.  One  4  punch  might  have  a  crosslet  on  its  crossbar  while  another  4  punch 
would  not  have  a  crosslet.  On  occasion  one  of  the  digits  would  be  punched  with  a 
larger  or  smaller  punch,  resulting  in  a  strange  looking  date  for  the  year.  This  process 
also  resulted  in  uneven  dates  where  one  of  the  digits  would  be  punched  either  too 
high  or  too  low  relative  to  the  other  digits.  This  procedure  led  to  some  interesting 
date  varieties  for  this  period  but  it  detracted  from  the  quality  of  the  finished  product. 

Even  though  the  Mint  was  using  coinage  hubs  to  produce  dies  for  Seated  coin- 
age, it  still  had  to  punch  a  date  into  each  die  that  it  prepared.  By  1840  the  Mint  was 
using  a  four  digit  date  punch  to  simplify  the  preparation  of  new  dies  and  provide 
more  consistency  in  the  appearance  of  the  date.  This  process  eliminated  differences 
in  spacing  among  the  digits  but  it  didn't  eliminate  different  date  placements  in  the 
obverse  field  below  the  base  of  the  rock  on  Seated  coinage.  More  than  a  century 
later  collectors  often  carefully  document  the  location  of  the  date  on  a  Seated  coin 
and  use  it  as  a  distinguishing  feature  to  identify  die  varieties.  Some  dates  will  slope 
up  or  down  while  others  are  centered  in  the  field  but  moved  right  or  left  relative  to 
other  features  in  the  obverse  design. 

Each  year  the  Mint  prepared  a  set  of  four  digit  punches  of  different  sizes  that  could 
be  used  to  produce  the  date  on  all  US  coinage  from  the  half  cent  to  the  double  eagle. 
The  smallest  date  punch  was  used  on  smaller  diameter  coins  while  the  largest  date 
punch  was  used  on  larger  coins.  For  example,  in  1842  the  Mint  prepared  four  digit 
date  punches  of  five  different  sizes.  The  smallest  of  these  was  used  to  punch  dates 
on  half  dime,  dime  and  quarter  eagle  dies  while  the  date  punch  in  the  middle  of  the 
set  was  used  to  prepare  the  dates  on  large  cent,  quarter,  half  dollar,  half  eagle  and 
eagle  dies.  It  is  therefore  not  unusual  to  see  the  same  date  punch  on  coins  struck 
in  different  metals  and  in  a  few  cases  coins  can  be  found  in  copper,  silver  and  gold 
with  the  same  date  punch. 

Another  interesting  point  is  that  all  of  the  date  punches  in  a  given  year  do  not 
necessarily  have  the  same  style.  During  the  early  1840s  the  upper  serif  of  the  digit 
1  is  sometimes  shaped  differently  for  different  size  date  punches  of  the  same  year. 
Also  during  this  period  some  of  the  date  punches  for  a  given  year  will  have  a  4  with 
a  crosslet  on  its  crossbar  while  others  will  not  have  the  crosslet.  In  1846  the  digit 
6  has  several  different  shapes  within  its  set  of  date  punches.  Also  of  interest  is  the 
fact  that  during  some  years  date  punches  of  different  sizes  were  used  on  the  same 
denomination.  Specifically,  in  1842  date  punches  of  different  sizes  were  used  to 
prepare  large  cent,  quarter,  half  dollar,  half  eagle  and  eagle  dies.  This  means  that 
coins  with  two  different  date  styles  exist  for  five  different  denominations  of  this  year. 

By  1847  the  Mint  made  an  effort  to  standardize  the  style  for  the  date  punches  of 
different  sizes.  The  larger  date  punches  are  not  simply  magnified  reproductions  of  the 
same  shapes,  but  only  minor  revisions  were  made  to  present  a  better  proportioned 
shape  for  each  size.  This  means  that  the  dates  looked  basically  the  same  for  all  de- 
nominations beginning  in  1847.  Furthermore  there  were  only  minor  changes  made 
in  the  shape  of  the  digits  from  year  to  year,  giving  the  impression  that  only  the  last 
digit  in  the  date  was  changed  over  a  period  of  several  years.  But  there  is  conclusive 
evidence  to  indicate  that  the  Mint  used  four  digit  punches  that  were  made  specifically 
for  the  preparation  of  the  coinage  dies  of  each  year. 

The  1 846  over  horizontal  6  half  dollar  is  responsible  for  much  of  the  speculation  on 
how  the  date  was  added  to  the  individual  dies  during  the  middle  of  the  19'^  century. 
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It  has  been  suggested  that  a  reasonable  explanation  for  the  existence  of  this  error 
would  be  that  the  Mint  used  a  three  digit  date  punch  with  the  digits  1 84  and  then  used 
a  single  digit  6  punch  to  complete  the  date.  If  the  final  6  punch  was  inadvertently 
turned  on  its  side  during  die  preparation,  the  result  would  be  an  underlying  horizontal 
6  before  it  was  corrected  by  punching  the  6  in  its  upright  position.  I  do  not  propose 
to  explain  how  the  1846  over  horizontal  6  die  was  made  but  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
three  digit  date  punch  was  used  in  the  preparation  of  this  die.  Specifically,  I  would 
like  to  present  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  mint  policy  to  use  four  digit  date  punches 
to  prepare  coinage  dies  during  the  middle  of  the  19'"  century. 

I  would  like  to  make  a  study  of  the  date  styles  of  Seated  half  dollars  from  the 
1850s  to  show  that  there  were  subtle  changes  in  the  shape  of  the  date  digits  from 
year  to  year  during  this  decade.  While  the  shape  of  all  of  the  digits  changed  to  some 
extent  the  most  obvious  change  is  the  increasing  slope  on  the  upright  of  the  5.  On 
the  1850  date  the  upright  of  the  5  has  only  a  small  slope  of  5  degrees  but  this  slope 
increases  dramatically  over  the  next  two  years  and  by  1852  the  upright  has  a  slope 
of  1 6  degrees.  By  1 854  the  slope  of  the  upright  is  22  degrees  and  the  top  left  edge  of 
the  5  is  over  the  center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  digit.  While  the  5  does  appear  to  be 
leaning  to  the  right  on  the  1854  date,  the  last  digit  has  a  vertical  upright  that  makes 
the  date  appear  to  be  level  in  the  field.  By  1855  however  the  slope  of  the  upright 
reaches  25  degrees  and  for  this  date  there  are  two  5  digits  side  by  side.  The  top  left 
edges  of  the  5s  are  again  near  the  center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  digit  but  the  two 
leaning  5s  make  it  appear  that  the  entire  date  is  slanting  to  the  right.  The  slanting  5s 
of  this  year  must  have  resulted  in  some  criticism  because  the  Mint  used  a  four  digit 
date  punch  that  had  two  5s  with  vertical  uprights  to  prepare  some  large  cent  dies 
during  this  year.  The  date  style  with  the  vertical  5s  was  never  used  on  any  dies  to 
strike  Liberty  Seated  coinage  in  1855  but  the  trend  to  5  digits  with  smaller  slopes  is 
reflected  in  the  date  punches  used  later  in  the  decade.  The  1856  date  has  a  5  with 
no  slope  while  the  remaining  three  years  in  the  decade  have  5  digits  that  only  lean 
slightly  to  the  right.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  describe  the  changes  that  took 
place  in  the  shape  of  the  5  during  the  1850s  to  support  my  belief  that  a  four  digit 
date  punch  was  used  to  produce  the  dates  on  the  coinage  dies  of  this  decade.  Some 
general  date  characteristics  for  half  dollars  of  the  1 850s  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

Date  Characteristics  for  Half  Dollars  of  the  1850s 


5  Tilt       1  Height        8  Width    Date  Width 


Date 

in  degrees 

in  mm 

in  mm 

in  mm 

1850 

5 

2.3 

1.7 

8.0 

1851 

10 

2.2 

1.8 

7.6 

1852 

16 

2.2 

1.8 

8.2 

1853 

10 

2.3 

1.9 

8.0 

1854 

22 

2.4 

2.0 

8.2 

1855 

25 

2.3 

1.9 

7.8 

1856 

0 

2.4 

1.8 

8.1 

1857 

5 

2.5 

2.0 

7.3 

1858 

6 

2.6 

1.7 

8.0 

1859 

2 

2.0 

1.6 

7.3 
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The  size  of  each  date  during  this  decade  will  be  recorded  by  measuring  features 
of  the  date  digits  for  each  year.  The  height  of  the  digit  1  will  be  recorded  to  reflect 
the  date  height.  Some  of  the  other  digits  will  vary  in  height  due  to  the  different  date 
styles  used  during  this  decade.  The  width  of  the  date  will  be  measured  from  the  tip 
of  the  left  serif  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  last  digit  in  the  date.  Some  variation 
in  date  width  is  caused  by  the  different  shapes  of  the  final  date  digit.  The  width  of 
the  8  is  measured  to  reflect  the  different  styles  used  for  this  digit.  Some  years  have 
an  8  that  is  short  and  squat  while  other  years  show  the  digit  to  be  tall  and  slender. 
A  slide  program  that  overlays  the  dates  for  the  different  years  of  this  decade  would 
visually  identify  all  of  the  differences  in  the  date  styles.  This  article  will  describe  these 
differences  and  present  pictures  for  comparison  of  the  individual  dates. 


1853  Date  Digits 


1858  Date  Digits 

Notice  the  difference  in  style  between  the  two  middle  digits  on  the  1853  and  1858 
half  dollars.  An  altered  1858  date  can  easily  be  recognized  by  studying  these  digits. 

The  style  for  the  individual  dates  during  the  decade  of  the  1850s  is  given  in  the 
following  paragraphs: 
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1850  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  only  a  5  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over 
the  center  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  is  over  the  center  of  the 
lower  arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  extends  down  to  nearly  touch  the  ball 
of  the  5.  The  upright  of  the  5  extends  well  below  the  segment  that  connects  the  two 
loops  of  the  8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  rises  up  sharply  and  then  extends  down 
to  slightly  beyond  the  right  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  top  of  the  ball  of  the  5 
extends  up  to  about  the  center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  The  right  edge  of  the  upper 
loop  of  the  8  is  further  from  the  upright  of  the  5  than  the  right  edge  of  the  lower  loop 
is  to  the  ball  of  the  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.3mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright.  The  8  measures  1 .7mm  wide  and  the  inner 
loops  are  taller  than  they  are  wide.  The  5  is  nearly  centered  between  the  8  on  the  left 
and  the  0  on  the  right.  The  0  has  a  large  oval  inner  loop  with  thick  sides  and  a  narrow 
connection  at  the  top  and  bottom.  The  date  measures  8.0mm  wide  from  the  left  edge 
of  the  base  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  outer  arc  of  the  0.  The  date  digits  are  well 
spaced  with  each  digit  more  than  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  1  from  each  other. 


Date  Style  on  all  1850  Half  Dollars 


7 


1851  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  a  1 0  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over  the 
right  side  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  extends  out  beyond  the  right 
side  of  the  lower  arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  extends  down  to  nearly 
touch  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  upright  of  the  5  extends  slightly  below  the  segment  that 
connects  the  two  loops  of  the  8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  and  slightly 
beyond  the  right  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  top  of  the  ball  of  the  5  extends  up 
beyond  the  center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  The  right  edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  8 
is  almost  twice  as  far  from  the  upright  of  the  5  as  the  lower  loop  is  to  the  ball  of  the  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.2mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright.  The  8  measures  1 .8mm  wide  and  the  inner 
loops  resemble  a  circle.  The  5  is  nearly  centered  between  the  8  on  the  left  and  the  1 
on  the  right.  The  second  1  has  a  style  that  appears  to  be  identical  to  that  of  the  first 
1 .  The  date  measures  7.6mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  first  1  to  the 
right  edge  of  the  base  of  the  second  1 .  The  date  digits  are  well  spaced  with  each  digit 
more  than  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  1  from  each  other. 


Date  Style  on  all  1851  Half  Dollars 
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1852  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  a  1 6  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over  the 
right  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  is  over  the  right  edge  of  the 
lower  arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  extends  down  to  nearly  touch  the  ball 
of  the  5.  The  upright  of  the  5  extends  well  below  the  segment  that  connects  the  two 
loops  of  the  8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  and  beyond  the  right  edge 
of  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  top  of  the  ball  of  the  5  extends  up  to  about  the  center  of 
the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  The  right  edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  8  is  about  twice  as  far 
from  the  upright  of  the  5  as  the  lower  loop  is  to  the  ball  of  the  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.2mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright.  The  8  measures  1 .8mm  wide  and  the  inner 
loops  resemble  a  circle.  The  5  is  a  little  closer  to  the  8  on  the  left  than  the  2  on  the 
right.  The  2  has  a  curled  base  that  extends  up  and  beyond  the  right  edge  of  the  up- 
per arc  of  the  digit.  The  inner  loop  of  the  2  extends  up  and  around  to  beyond  the  left 
edge  of  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  date  measures  8.2mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the 
base  of  the  1  to  the  right  tip  of  the  base  of  the  2.  The  date  digits  are  well  spaced  but 
the  digits  are  less  than  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  1  from  each  other. 


Date  Style  on  all  1852  Half  Dollars 


1853  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  a  10  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over  the 
right  side  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  nearly  extends  to  the  right 
edge  of  the  lower  arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  extends  down  to  nearly 
touch  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  upright  of  the  5  extends  slightly  below  the  segment  that 
connects  the  two  loops  of  the  8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  and  beyond 
the  right  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  top  of  the  ball  of  the  5  extends  up  to  about 
the  center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  The  right  edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  8  is  more 
than  twice  as  far  from  the  upright  of  the  5  as  the  lower  loop  is  to  the  ball  of  the  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.3mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright  of  the  digit.  The  8  measures  1 .9mm  wide  and 
the  inner  loops  resemble  a  circle.  The  5  is  nearly  centered  between  the  8  on  the  left 
and  the  3  on  the  right.  The  last  digit  is  an  open  3  with  two  small  balls  with  the  inner 
loops  extending  around  just  beyond  the  right  edge  of  the  balls.  The  middle  segment 
of  the  3  extends  out  to  a  point  between  the  right  sides  of  the  two  balls  of  the  digit. 
The  date  measures  8.0mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  1  to  the  right 
edge  of  the  outer  loops  of  the  3.  The  date  digits  are  clearly  separated  but  no  more 
than  about  half  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  1  from  each  other. 


Date  Style  on  all  1853  Half  Dollars 
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1854  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  a  22  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over  the 
right  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  extends  beyond  the  right  edge 
of  the  lower  arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  is  distant  from  the  ball  of  the  5. 
The  upright  of  the  5  extends  down  to  the  segment  that  connects  the  two  loops  of  the 
8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  and  beyond  the  right  edge  of  the  ball  of 
the  digit.  The  top  of  the  ball  of  the  5  extends  up  beyond  the  center  of  the  lower  loop 
of  the  8.  The  right  edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  8  is  more  than  twice  as  far  from  the 
upright  of  the  5  as  the  lower  loop  is  to  the  ball  of  the  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.4mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright  of  the  digit.  The  8  measures  2.0mm  wide 
and  the  inner  loops  resemble  a  circle.  The  5  is  separated  from  the  8  on  the  left  but 
nearly  touches  the  4  on  the  right.  The  last  digit  is  a  4  with  a  large  crosslet  that  extends 
out  beyond  the  right  edge  of  the  base  of  the  digit.  The  right  base  of  the  4  is  clearly 
separated  from  the  crosslet  and  the  left  base  extends  out  below  most  of  the  inner 
triangle  of  the  digit.  The  date  measures  8.2mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of 
the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  crosslet  of  the  4.  The  last  two  digits  nearly  touch  while 
the  8  is  clearly  separated  from  the  digits  on  either  side  but  no  more  than  about  half 
the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  1  from  these  digits. 


Date  Style  on  all  1854  Half  Dollars 
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1855  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  a  25  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over  the 
right  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  extends  beyond  the  right 
edge  of  the  lower  arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  is  distant  from  the  ball  of 
the  5.  The  upright  of  the  5  extends  down  to  the  segment  that  connects  the  two  loops 
of  the  8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  and  around  to  beyond  the  left  edge 
of  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  top  of  the  ball  of  the  5  extends  up  well  beyond  the  center 
of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  The  two  5  digits  appear  to  be  identical  in  style.  The  right 
edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  8  is  about  three  times  as  far  from  the  upright  of  the  first 
5  as  the  lower  loop  is  to  the  left  edge  of  the  first  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.3mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright  of  the  digit.  The  8  measures  1.9mm  wide 
and  the  inner  loops  are  slightly  taller  than  they  are  wide.  The  first  5  is  nearly  centered 
between  the  8  on  the  left  and  the  second  5  on  the  right.  The  second  5  is  nearly  iden- 
tical to  the  first  5  but  there  are  some  minor  differences  that  can  be  observed  upon 
close  inspection.  The  date  measures  7.8mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of 
the  1  to  the  right  tip  of  the  flag  of  the  second  5.  The  date  digits  are  well  spaced  but 
slightly  less  than  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  1  from  each  other. 


Date  Style  on  all  1855  Half  Dollars 
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1856  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  a  0  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over  the 
center  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  extends  to  the  center  of  the  lower 
arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  extends  down  to  nearly  touch  the  ball  of  the 
5.  The  upright  of  the  5  extends  down  below  the  segment  that  connects  the  two  loops 
of  the  8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  rises  up  sharply  and  then  extends  down  and 
around  to  beyond  the  right  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  ball  of  the  5  extends  up 
beyond  the  center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  The  right  edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the 
8  is  further  from  the  upright  of  the  5  than  the  lower  loop  is  to  the  ball  of  the  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.4mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright  of  the  digit.  The  8  measures  1 .8mm  wide  and 
the  inner  loops  are  ovals  that  are  taller  than  they  are  wide.  The  5  is  nearly  centered 
between  the  8  on  the  left  and  the  6  on  the  right.  The  last  digit  is  a  6  with  a  large  oval 
lower  loop  and  a  large  ball  that  does  not  extend  out  to  the  right  edge  of  the  lower  loop 
of  the  digit.  The  date  measures  8.1mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  1 
to  the  right  edge  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  6.  The  1  and  8  are  close  but  the  last  three 
digits  are  well  spaced  and  about  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  1  from  each  other. 


Date  Style  on  all  1856  Half  Dollars 
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1857  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  a  5  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over  the 
center  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  extends  out  near  to  the  right 
edge  of  the  lower  arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  extends  down  near  to  the 
ball  of  the  5.  The  upright  of  the  5  extends  down  below  the  segment  that  connects 
the  two  loops  of  the  8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  and  around  to  the 
left  side  of  the  ball  of  the  digit.  The  ball  of  the  5  extends  up  beyond  the  center  of  the 
lower  loop  of  the  8.  The  date  digits  are  very  close  with  the  digit  8  nearly  touching  the 
ball  of  the  digit  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.5mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright  of  the  digit.  The  8  measures  2.0mm  wide  and 
the  inner  loops  are  ovals  that  are  taller  than  they  are  wide.  The  5  is  nearly  centered 
between  the  8  on  the  left  and  the  7  on  the  right  but  very  close  to  both  of  them.  The 
last  digit  is  a  7  that  has  a  large  upper  serif  on  its  left  edge  that  slopes  down  slightly  to 
the  left.  The  right  edge  of  the  7  comes  nearly  to  a  point  but  the  segment  widens  as 
it  slopes  down  to  the  left  so  that  its  base  extends  beyond  the  center  of  the  digit.  The 
date  measures  7.3mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  1  to  the  right  upper 
tip  of  the  7.  The  date  digits  are  all  very  close  to  each  other. 
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1858  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  a  6  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over  the 
left  side  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  right  edge  of  the  flag  extends  to  the  center  of  the 
lower  arc  of  the  5  while  the  upright  of  the  digit  is  distant  from  the  ball  of  the  5.  The 
upright  of  the  5  extends  down  to  the  segment  that  connects  the  two  loops  of  the  8 
and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  and  around  to  a  position  below  the  ball  of 
the  5.  The  ball  of  the  5  extends  up  beyond  the  center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  The 
right  edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  first  8  is  only  slightly  farther  from  the  upright  of  the 
5  than  the  lower  loop  is  to  the  ball  of  the  5. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.6mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
extends  out  perpendicular  to  the  upright  of  the  digit.  The  8  measures  1 .7mm  wide  and 
the  inner  loops  are  ovals  that  are  taller  than  they  are  wide.  The  5  is  nearly  centered 
between  the  8  on  the  left  and  the  other  8  on  the  right  and  it  is  distant  from  both  of 
them.  The  last  digit  is  also  an  8  that  looks  nearly  identical  to  the  first  8  but  it  is  slightly 
wider  than  the  first  8.  The  date  measures  8.0mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the  base 
of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  two  loops  of  the  final  8.  The  1  and  8  are  a  little  closer 
but  the  last  three  digits  are  all  well  spaced  and  about  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the 
1  from  each  other. 


Date  Style  on  all  1858  Half  Dollars 


15 


1859  Half  Dollars 

The  digit  5  has  only  a  2  degree  tilt  to  the  upright  with  the  left  edge  of  the  flag  over 
the  left  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  5  has  a  long  thick  flag  that  extends  nearly  to  the 
right  edge  of  the  lower  arc  of  the  5  and  the  upright  is  distant  from  the  ball  of  the  digit. 
The  upright  of  the  5  extends  down  to  slightly  below  the  segment  that  connects  the 
two  loops  of  the  8  and  the  inner  loop  of  the  5  rises  up  and  then  extends  down  and 
around  to  a  position  below  the  right  side  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  ball  of  the  5  extends 
up  to  the  center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8. 

The  upright  of  the  1  measures  2.0mm  tall  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  upper  serif 
drops  down  sharply  to  the  left.  The  8  measures  1 .6mm  wide  and  the  inner  loops  are 
ovals  that  are  taller  than  they  are  wide.  The  5  is  nearly  centered  between  the  8  on  the 
left  and  the  9  on  the  right  and  is  distant  from  both  of  them.  The  last  digit  is  a  9  with 
an  inner  loop  that  is  much  taller  than  it  is  wide.  The  9  has  a  large  ball  that  extends 
up  close  to  the  upper  loop  of  the  digit  and  the  inside  of  the  lower  loop  extends  down 
and  around  to  a  position  below  the  right  side  of  the  ball  of  the  9.  The  date  measures 
7.3mm  wide  from  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  1  to  the  right  edge  of  the  loop  of 
the  9.  The  1  and  8  are  a  little  closer  but  the  last  three  digits  are  all  well  spaced  and 
more  than  the  width  of  the  upright  of  the  1  from  each  other. 


Date  Style  on  all  1859  Half  Dollars 
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A  study  of  the  pictures  presented  in  this  article  shows  that  all  of  the  date  digits 
changed  each  year  during  the  decade  of  the  1850s.  There  are  subtle  features  that 
uniquely  identify  the  date  digits  for  each  year,  the  most  obvious  being  the  slope  of  the 
upright  on  the  digit  5.  This  slope  starts  out  at  about  5  degrees  in  1850  and  reaches 
a  maximum  tilt  of  25  degrees  in  1855.  The  image  of  two  slanting  5s  in  the  date  was 
corrected  later  in  the  year  with  these  dies  used  to  strike  some  copper  large  cents. 
Much  smaller  slopes  were  used  on  the  5  for  the  remainder  of  the  decade.  The  chang- 
ing shape  of  the  5  alone  clearly  demonstrates  that  entirely  new  date  punches  were 
prepared  each  year  during  the  decade. 

A  study  of  other  features  will  also  show  that  the  date  changed  dramatically  during 
this  decade.  In  1850  the  upright  of  the  5  extends  down  to  nearly  touch  the  ball  of  the 
digit.  As  the  decade  progresses  this  upright  is  shortened  so  that  for  1 854, 1 855, 1 858 
and  1859  dies,  the  upright  is  distant  from  the  ball  of  the  5.  In  1855  the  inner  loop  of 
the  5  extends  down  under  and  around  to  the  left  side  of  the  ball  of  the  5.  The  inner 
loop  extends  only  to  the  right  side  of  the  ball  during  the  first  five  years  of  the  decade 
but  runs  under  the  ball  for  the  last  five  years  of  the  decade.  In  1859  two  of  the  digits 
are  very  distinctive.  The  5  has  a  long  flag  that  extends  entirely  over  the  digit  while  the 
1  has  an  upper  serif  whose  lower  edge  slopes  sharply  downward,  unique  features 
for  the  dates  in  this  decade.  In  1857  the  date  digits  are  very  close  together  with  the 
8  and  5  nearly  touching,  again  a  unique  feature  for  the  dates  of  this  decade. 

Another  important  feature  during  this  decade  is  the  shape  of  the  8  in  the  date.  For 
the  first  six  years  of  the  decade  the  8  is  relatively  short  and  squat  with  its  inner  loops 
nearly  circles.  The  inner  loops  are  more  like  ovals  for  the  last  four  years  with  the  1 858 
date  in  particular  showing  tall  slender  8s.  Any  attempt  to  create  an  1853  No  Arrows 
coin  by  modifying  the  last  digit  on  an  1858  coin  could  easily  be  detected  by  studying 
the  shape  of  the  8  and  5  in  the  date  and  recognizing  the  greater  slope  to  the  upright 
of  the  5  in  the  1 853  date.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  date  digits  are  larger  in  the 
1858  date  than  the  same  digits  in  the  1853  date. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  was  to  demonstrate  that  unique  four  digit  date  punches 
were  used  at  the  mint  to  punch  dates  into  coinage  dies  during  the  Seated  era.  While 
it  may  appear  that  individual  digit  punches  were  used  to  create  a  few  dies  for  Seated 
coinage,  I  believe  that  there  is  likely  a  reasonable  explanation  for  how  these  dies 
were  created  using  four  digit  date  punches. 
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LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  Induction  Ceremony 

Class  of  2013 


On  August  1 5,  201 3  during  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  ANA  World's  Fair 
of  Money  in  Rosemont,  Illinois,  two  club  members  were  inducted  into  the  LSCC 
Hall  of  Fame.  In  the  previous  six  months,  the  Hall  of  Fame  Committee  composed 
of  Len  Augsburger,  Bill  Bugert,  Tom  DeLorey,  Gerry  Fortin,  and  Mark  Sheldon 
reviewed  nine  nominations  for  induction  into  the  Hall  of  Fame  as  submitted  by  club 
members.  In  multiple  rounds  of  voting,  two  individuals  were  selected  to  join  the  five 
previously  inducted  members  into  the  Hall  of  Fame:  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  (deceased), 
John  McCloskey,  Al  BIythe  (deceased),  Randy  Wiley,  and  Brian  Greer. 


Gerry  Fortin 
Hall  of  Fame  Class  of  2013 


A  long-time  club  member,  Gerry  Fortin  is  a  frequent  author  and  contributor  to 
the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  the  E-Gobrecht  newsletter.  He  is  a  widely  respected, 
enthusiastic,  and  knowledgeable  Liberty  Seated  dime  collector,  researcher,  and  now 
dealer.  Gerry  has  amassed  an  extensive  Liberty  Seated  dime  reference  set  that 
repeatedly  wins  the  PCGS  Best  Classic  Set  award.  He  is  an  accomplished  author 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Web-book  (www.seateddimevarieties.com),  he  is  the 
LSCC  webmaster  (www.lsccweb.org),  and  the  LSCC  Regional  Meeting  Coordinator. 
Congratulations,  Gerry! 
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Jim  O'Donnell 
Hall  of  Fame  Class  of  2013 


Jim  O'Donnell  was  recognized  for  his  mentorship  to  many  collectors  and  dealers, 
his  condition  census  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Set,  and  his  lifelong  dedication  to  the 
hobby.  Unfortunately,  Jim  tragically  passed  in  2008  but  his  memory  lives  on.  His 
Hall  of  Fame  medal  will  reside  in  the  club  archives.  Congratulations,  Jim! 

To  be  considered  for  the  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame,  an  individual  must  have  been  a  club 
member  for  at  least  ten  years,  made  significant  advances  in  numismatic  research 
or  numismatic  literature,  built  a  significant  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage,  or 
served  as  a  club  officer  for  at  least  five  years. 

Questions  on  the  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  may  be  directed  to  club  vice  president  Bill 
Bugert  at  wb8cpy@earthlink.net. 

Bill  Bugert 
Vice  President  LSCC 
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40th  Anniversary  Medal  Presentation  Set 


To  commemorate  the  40th  Anniversary  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  and 
Club  President  John  McCloskey's  role  in  the  long  term  success  of  the  club,  the  officers 
and  members  of  LSCC  presented  him  with  a  special  set  of  LSCC  40th  Anniversary 
medals  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  during  the  ANA  World's  Fair  of  Money  in 
Rosement,  IL  on  August  15,  2013.  This  set  of  gold,  copper,  silver  proof,  and  silver 
satin  medals  acknowledges  John's  contributions  to  LSCC,  his  lifelong  dedication  to 
the  hobby,  his  unending  dedication  to  the  club  through  40  years,  and  his  personal 
discipline  to  publish  three  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journalior  38  years  without  missing 
an  issue.  John  has  scarified  a  good  portion  of  his  life's  activities  for  LSCC  in  making 
the  club  what  it  is  today.  Thank  you  for  your  commitment  and  service  to  LSCC! 

Bill  Bugert 
Vice-President  LSCC 

I  feel  honored  to  have  received  the  set  of  four  40**"  Anniversary  Medals  from  the 
club  officers  and  members  for  the  work  that  I  have  done  over  these  many  years  in 
publishing  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  I  assure  you  that  it  has  been  a  labor  of  love  and 
I  never  get  tired  of  looking  at  the  documents  on  hand  for  each  issue  and  then  sit- 
ting down  and  entering  the  material  into  the  software  to  create  what  I  hope  will  be 
another  successful  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  I  love  the  creative  challenge  of 
producing  each  issue  while  preserving  the  numismatic  work  of  the  scholars  who 
have  devoted  many  hours  to  research  while  expanding  the  available  knowledge  on 
Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 


John  McCloskey  Receives  40th  Anniversary  IVIedal  Presentation  Set 
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LSCC  Officer  Transition  Committee  Status  Report 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 

At  the  August  1 5"^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  during  the  ANA  Convention  in  Rose- 
mont,  Illinois,  LSCC  President  John  McCloskey  announced  his  intention  to  retire 
as  Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  as  Club  President  effective  August  31,  2014. 
His  tenure  as  the  Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  span  an  incredible  39  years  in 
August  2014  when  the  club  celebrates  forty  years  of  uninterrupted  publication  of  its 
popular  journal.  John  has  chosen  this  milestone  to  retire  and  pass  the  leadership  role 
of  the  club  to  the  next  generation  at  the  age  of  76.  John  requested  that  the  current 
club  officers.  Bill  Bugert,  Vice  President  and  Len  Augsburger,  Secretary /Treasurer, 
form  a  transition  committee  to  guide  the  club  into  the  post  McCloskey  era  effective 
September  1,  2014.  It  is  recognized  that  preserving  all  LSCC  offerings  including 
the  Gobrecht  Journal,  the  E-Gobrecht  newsletter  and  the  regional  meeting  program 
is  paramount  for  the  club  membership  to  ensure  that  LSCC  remains  a  vibrant  force 
in  the  numismatic  community. 

Officers  Bill  Bugert  and  Len  Augsburger  immediately  formed  an  Officer  Transition 
Committee  at  the  ANA  convention  and  secured  the  support  of  the  following  mem- 
bers: Len  Augsburger,  Bill  Bugert,  Craig  Eberhart  and  Gerry  Fortin.  The  committee 
believed  adding  a  fifth  member  was  prudent  and  within  several  weeks  of  the  conven- 
tion, Carl  Feldman  was  recruited  and  agreed  to  help  with  committee  responsibilities. 
The  committee  members  requested  that  Gerry  Fortin  serve  as  committee  chairman 
considering  his  experience  with  program  management  in  for  profit  industry  and  the 
extra  time  he  would  have  available  for  this  task  due  to  a  recent  retirement. 

Upon  returning  home  from  the  ANA  convention,  the  committee  immediately  went 
to  work  via  email  and  conference  calls.  The  committee  drafted  its  operating  plan 
including  the  Officer  Transition  Committee  Mission  Statement,  LSCC  Roles  and 
Responsibilities  Table  and  Committee  Schedule.  The  Schedule  was  prepared  to 
elect  and  have  functioning  LSCC  officers  ready  for  the  September  2014  transition 
of  club  duties.  This  Gobrecht  Journal  an\c\e  provides  a  summary  of  that  plan  and 
brief  progress  highlights. 

Officer  Transition  Committee  IVIission 

The  mission  of  the  Transition  Committee  is  to  ensure  continuity  with  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  and  E-Gobrecht  club  publications  along  with  the  Regional  Meeting  program 
in  the  post  McCloskey  era  and  nominating  and  ejecting  new  club  officers  for  the 
2014-2015  timeframe.  Paramount  to  the  committee  is  locating  a  new  Gobrecht 
Journal  Editor  and  maintaining  the  current  publication's  quality,  size  and  timeliness 
effective  with  the  November  2014  issue. 


21 


Officer  Transition  Committee  Schedule 
September  2013 

-  Within  the  September  E-Gobrecht\ssue,  announce  the  LSCC  Officer  Transition 
Team  members  and  mission  statement. 

-  Announce  first  draft  Transition  Team  schedule. 

-  Place  Transition  Committee  information  on  the  LSCCweb.org  website  for 
communications  to  the  membership. 

-  Provide  a  Transition  Committee  progress  update  at  the  Whitman  Philadelphia 
regional  meeting. 

October  2013 

-  In  the  October  E-Gobrecht  issue,  announce  the  Transition  Committee 
progress  including  the  LSCC  Roles  and  Responsibilities  Table  and  potential 
recommendation  for  revised  LSCC  organizational  structure  and  club  tasks 
management. 

November  2013 

-  Identify  an  initial  LSCC  publishing  strategy  and  locate  editorial  responsibility 
for  both  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  E-Gobrecht  newsletter. 

-  Provide  club  members  with  an  update  on  Transition  Committee  progress  in 
the  November  Gobrecht  Journal,  the  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter  and  at  Whitman 
Baltimore  Regional  Meeting. 

January  2014 

-  Announce  the  Transition  Committee  recommendations  for  new  officers  in  the 
January  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter  and  at  the  winter  FUN  show  regional  meeting. 

-  Issue  a  call  for  alternative  candidates  and  provide  a  60  day  window  for 
nominations;  deadline  would  be  February  28,  2014. 

March  2014 

-  In  the  March  E-Gobrecht,  publish  the  final  list  of  2014-2015  club  officer 
nominations;  this  would  be  an  amalgamation  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Officer  Transition  Committee  and  club  member  nominations  resulting  in  The 
Ballot. 

-  Issue  The  Ballot  to  the  membership  with  a  60  day  voting  window. 

-  In  the  March  201 4  Issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  Club  President  John  McCloskey 
will  publish  a  listing  of  the  tasks  required  to  support  the  publishing  of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal  and  the  responsibilities  for  ongoing  mail  communications 
with  the  membership.  This  will  be  a  detailed  listing  that  will  outline  all  of  the 
tasks  performed  in  recent  years  to  produce  a  quality  issue  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  every  four  months  and  distribute  each  of  these  issues  to  the  active 
club  membership  at  the  time  of  publication. 
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May/June  2014 


-  If  all  goes  according  to  plan,  announce  the  201 4-201 5  LSCC  officers  in  the  May 
or  June  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter  and  the  summer  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal 
and  prepare  a  formal  handover  of  club  officer  responsibilities  at  the  August  201 4 
LSCC  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA  convention. 

The  Officer  Transition  Committee  recognizes  that  some  club  members  may 
have  concerns  about  a  smooth  transition  of  the  club  functions  in  the  publication 
and  distribution  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  the  period  immediately  following  John 
McCloskey's  retirement.  The  committee  is  acutely  aware  of  these  concerns  and 
will  conduct  its  activities  towards  preserving  existing  services  to  the  membership 
while  building  a  comparable  organizational  structure.  This  structure  will  sustain  all 
existing  programs  while  examining  parallel  digital  publishing  options  and  prepare 
the  club  for  continued  excellent  services  during  the  next  10  years.  It  is  imperative 
that  the  John  McCloskey  legacy  be  maintained  with  well  researched  publications, 
ongoing  Liberty  Seated  coinage  research  publicity  and  preservation  of  the  club's 
rich  numismatic  history  through  member  articles  and  social  events. 


Check  Out  our  Website 

briangreerrarecoins.com 

We  have  a  large  inventory  for  all  denominations 
of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC  #716 

Telephone:  (515)  331-3534 
QAM  to  6PM  weekdays,  Central  time 


••  •  •• 


r 
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An  Altered  Date  1858  Half  Dollar  identified 


At  first  glance  the  picture  shown  below  appears  to  be  that  of  an  1853  half  dollar 
without  arrows  at  the  date.  However,  a  closer  examination  will  confirm  that  this  image 
is  the  date  on  an  1858  half  dollar  with  tooling  clearly  visible  on  the  final  digit  of  the 
date.  While  the  modification  in  the  final  digit  is  clearly  evident  in  this  picture,  could  the 
modification  be  identified  if  the  alteration  was  more  professionally  done?  The  answer 
to  this  question  is  yes  because  the  four  digits  in  the  date  on  an  1853  half  dollar  have 
a  clearly  different  style  than  the  four  digits  on  an  1858  half  dollar.  The  85  digit  pairs 
are  shown  side  by  side  for  these  two  years  on  page  6  of  this  issue  of  the  journal  while 
direct  comparisons  can  be  made  between  all  four  digits  on  later  pages  of  this  issue. 

Comparison  of  Date  Styles  for  1853  and  1858  Half  Dollars 

1 .  The  four  digits  in  the  date  on  the  altered  date  1858  half  dollar  are  too  slender  and 
too  tall  to  have  appeared  on  a  genuine  1853  half  dollar.  Just  the  size  of  the  date 
alone  would  be  sufficient  to  distinguish  coins  from  these  two  years. 

2.  On  the  altered  date  coin  the  right  edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  8  and  the  right  edge 
of  the  lower  loop  of  this  digit  are  about  the  same  distance  from  the  5  to  the  right.  This 
date  positioning  is  not  appropriate  for  an  1 853  half  dollar  where  the  upper  loop  of  the 
8  is  about  twice  as  far  from  the  5  as  the  lower  loop  of  the  8  is  from  the  5.  Therefore 
the  altered  coin  does  not  have  the  proper  date  style  for  an  1853  half  dollar. 

3.  On  the  altered  date  coin  the  lower  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  to  a  position  that  is 
completely  under  the  ball  of  the  5  and  runs  over  to  the  left  side  of  the  ball  of  this 
digit.  On  a  genuine  1853  half  dollar  the  lower  loop  of  the  5  extends  down  to  just 
below  the  right  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  digit. 

4.  On  the  altered  coin  the  upright  of  the  5  is  distant  from  the  ball  of  the  digit  below. 
On  a  genuine  1853  half  dollar  the  upright  of  the  5  extends  down  to  nearly  touch 
the  ball  below. 

Only  one  four  digit  date  punch  was  used  for  each  year  to  create  the  date  on 
Seated  half  dollars  during  the  decade  of  the  1850s.  There  was  a  different  date  style 
for  each  year  of  the  decade  so  that  an  alteration  of  the  date  could  be  easily  detected 
by  comparing  the  date  digits  to  the  proper  style  for  the  year  visible  on  the  obverse 

of  the  coin.  _  ..^ 

The  Editor 


Altered  Date  1858  Half  Dollar 
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USCOINSNUT  INVENTORY 


HALF  DIMES 

1849-0        PCGSAU53    $1,495 

DIMES 

1844  PCGS  VG8   $525 

1845-0         PCGSAU50   4,900 

1853-0         PCGS  MS61    3,950 

1873-CC      PCGSAG03    3,900 

1873-CC      PCGS  G04    5,350 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S         PCGS  MS62    $1,225 

QUARTERS 

1872-CC      NGC  G4    $2,775 

1872-  CC      NGC  VG8    4,350 

1873-  CC      NGC  VG8    9,800 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1847-0         PCGS  MS61    $2,675 

1871-CC      PCGS  G04    600 

1871-  CC      PCGS  G06    750 

1872-  CC      PCGS  XF40    2,750 

1872-CC      PCGS  XF45    3,600 

1874-  CC      NGC  VF25    3,995 

1877-CC      PCGS  MS63    2,975 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1840  PCGS  EF40    $1,495 

1842  PCGS  VG8   380 

1842  PCGS  MS63    7,700 

1843  PCGS  XF45    925 

1843  PCGS  MS63    8,700 

1844  PCGS  MS62    9,100 

1846  PCGS  VF35    595 

1846  PCGS  MS62    4,750 

1847  PCGSAU50    1,295 

1857  NGC  UNC  Details,  Improperly  Cleaned,  Sharp  Strike.  .  .  .  4,695 

1859  NGC  EF40    1,375 

1859-0        PCGS  MS61    2,595 

1860  PCGS  PRF63    4,650 

1866  PCGS  PRF65  RB,  JUDD  541  Pattern   15,700 

1869  PCGS  VF25    750 

1870-CC      PCGSAU53    12,100 

1871  PCGS  MS61    2,950 

1871  PCGS  MS63    4.950 

1872  PCGS  XF45    750 

1872  PCGS  MS63    4,950 

1872-  S         PCGS  XF45    3,950 

1873  PCGS  MS63    7,450 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-  CC      PCGS  Genuine,  Very  Rare,  Widest  C  C  Variety   $1 ,900 

1874-  CC      NGC  MS60    3,475 

1874-  CC      PCGS  MS62    5,950 

1875-  S/CC  PCGS  MS61    8,300 

1876-  CC      PCGS  MS61    10,600 

To  view  images  of  the  above  coins  go  to  my  website  address  below. 
To  enlarge  photographs  move  pointer  to  picture  and  left  click  with  mouse. 

Robert  P.  Guardiano,  LSCC  #1035 

Email  Address:  Robert@uscoinsnut.com 
 Website  Address:  www.uscoinsnut.com  ^ 
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A  Die  Study  for  1853-0  Quarters 


by 

Greg  Johnson 

The  1 853-0  quarter  is  popular  as  one  of  two  issues  representing  a  one  year  type 
for  the  Seated  quarter  series.  It  also  presents  an  interesting  project  for  variety  col- 
lectors. Many  Liberty  Seated  quarter  issues  are  relatively  uninteresting  for  variety 
collectors  because  they  are  rare  with  only  one  or  two  die  marriages,  or  they  represent 
a  lifetime  project  because  they  are  common  with  a  huge  number  of  die  marriages.  The 
1853-0  quarter  fits  nicely  between  the  two  extremes,  having  a  manageable  number 
of  die  marriages  that  include  some  interesting  varieties.  The  well-known,  and  eagerly 
sought,  "O  over  horizontal  O"  and  "Filled  O"  varieties  are  two  of  the  11  die  marriages 
identified  and  attributed  in  this  article. 

The  inherent  challenges  associated  with  a  die  study  of  this  type  were  compounded 
in  the  present  study  by  the  apparent  hubbing  of  the  date  in  1853.  The  consequence 
of  this  is  that  date  position  is  nearly  identical  on  all  obverses  and  cannot  practically 
be  used  to  identify  specific  dies;  observed  variations  in  date  position  are  small  and 
within  the  limits  of  what  would  normally  be  seen  due  to  die  wear,  coin  wear,  and  strike 
differences.  Obverse  dies  are  therefore  identified  using  die  cracks,  die  scratches  and 
other  irregularities  that  can  be  seen,  from  looking  carefully  at  a  sufficient  number  of 
examples,  to  be  unique  to  a  particular  die.  Reverse  dies  are  identified  more  simply 
because  the  rays  and  mintmark  locations  provide  diagnostics  that  vary  from  die  to  die. 
Each  of  the  eleven  unique  die  marriages  was  been  assigned  a  number  from  J-1 01  to 
J-1 1 1 ;  additional  die  marriages  will  be  added  to  the  list  as  they  are  discovered.  There 
is  good  reason  to  expect  that  the  listing  provided  here  will  not  be  complete,  as  new 
dies  and  die  marriages  are  regularly  discovered  even  in  series  where  collecting  by 
die  marriage  has  been  a  popular  endeavor  for  decades.  The  objective  of  this  article 
is  to  clearly  identify  those  die  marriages  that  the  author  has  seen  over  the  past  eight 
years  and  to  provide  the  interested  collector  with  a  reference  to  use  in  building  a  die 
marriage  set  of  1853-0  quarters. 

One  of  the  quickest  ways  to  attribute  1853-0  quarters  is  to  use  the  mintmark 
to  identify  the  reverse.  Pictures  of  each  mintmark  are  shown  together  to  facilitate 
comparisons. 


Die  States  for  Mintmark  on  Reverse  E  of  1853-0  Quarters 
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Mintmarks  for  1853-0  Quarters 


Reverse  F  Reverse  G 


27 


The  catalogued  die  marriages  are  summarized  in  the  table  below  and  attributed 
in  detail  on  the  pages  that  follow.  Rarity  estimates  are  provided  using  the  "R-scale", 
specifically:  R1  Implies  more  than  1 000  pieces  are  estimated  to  exist,  R2  Implies  501 
to  1000  pieces  are  estimated  to  exist,  R3  Implies  251  to  500  pieces  are  estimated  to 
exist,  R4  implies  76  to  250  pieces  are  estimated  to  exist,  R5  Implies  31  to  75  pieces  are 
estimated  to  exist,  R6  Implies  1 3  to  30  pieces  are  estimated  to  exist,  R7  Implies  that  4 
to  12  pieces  are  estimated  to  exist,  and  R8  Implies  2  to  3  pieces  are  known  to  exist. 


Die  Marriage  Chart 

Each  known  die  marriage  for  the  1 853-0  quarter  has  been  assigned  an  identification 
code  from  J-1 01  to  J-1 1 1  as  shown  In  the  table  below.  The  chart  also  Indicates  which 
die  marriages  were  struck  from  common  obverse  and  reverse  dies. 


Rev  A.  No  Rays  in  Mintmark. 
Die  crack  through  "C"  in  America 

Rev  B.  Two  rays  in  mintmark.  Die 
chip  in  lower  part  of  "D"  in  United 

Rev  C.  2  1/2  rays  through  mintmark. 
Die  chip  center  portion  of  "D"  in  United 

Rev  D.  Two  rays  in  mintmark. 
Mintmark  slightly  left  of  center 

Rev  E.  Filled  O  mintmark 

Rev  F.  O  over  horizontal  O 

Rev  G.  2  72  rays  in  mintmark. 
Mintmark  high  and  slightly  left 

Obv  1.  Die  cracks  through 
date  and  through  stars 

J-1 01 

Obv  2.  Die  chip  on 
Liberty's  neck 

J-1 02 

J-1 03 

J-1 04 

Obv  3.  Curved  die  polish 
line  in  shield.  Weak  "BER" 

J-1 05 

J-1 06 

J-1 07 

Obv  4.  Die  chips  on  rock 

J-1 08 

Obv  5.  Clash  marks  on 
each  side  of  Liberty 

J-1 09 

Obv  6.  Heavy  die  crack, 
rim  to  rock  at  7  o'clock 

J-1 10 

Obv  7.  Heavily  recut  stars 
10-13 

J-1 11 

Die  l\/larriage  Chart  for  1853-0  Quarters 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-101 
Obverse  1  -  Reverse  A 
Rarity:  R3 

Obverse  1 :  Extensive,  but  generally  light,  die  cracks  through  date  and  stars.  No 
very  early  die  states  without  cracks  through  the  date  have  been  found  that  can  con- 
clusively be  attributed  as  Obverse  1 . 


Die  Cracks  through  Date  Die  Crack  through  Stars 


Reverse  A:  No  rays  through  mintmark.  Die  crack  from  rim  through  C  in  AMERICA. 

This  reverse  also  paired  with  Obverse  3  to  create  die  marriage  J-105.  This  reverse 
was  clearly  paired  with  Obverse  1  prior  to  Obverse  3  based  on  die  crack  progression. 
It  is  possible  to  find  die  marriage  J-101  in  an  early  die  state  where  the  crack  through 
the  C  is  barely  discernable,  but  no  examples  completely  without  a  sign  of  the  die 
crack  have  been  observed. 


Mintmark  on  Reverse  A  Die  Cracks  on  Reverse  A 


The  J-101  pairing  is  one  of  the  more  common  die  marriages  for  the  1 853-0  quarter. 
It  can  be  found  in  all  grades,  though  it  seems  to  be  somewhat  under  represented  in 
uncirculated  grades  when  compared  to  other  die  marriages  of  similar  overall  rarity. 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-1 02 
Obverse  2  -  Reverse  B 
Rarity:  R5 

Obverse  2:  Large  die  chip  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck  is  identifiable  even  on  relatively 
low-grade  coins.  This  obverse  also  paired  with  Reverse  C  to  create  die  marriage 
J-1 03  and  Reverse  D  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 04. 


Large  Die  Chip  on  Neck 


Reverse  B:  The  mintmark  is  high  and  centered  with  two  rays  through  the  mintmark. 
Very  small  and  faint  die  chip  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  D  in  UNITED.  Reverse  B  is 
also  paired  with  Obverse  3  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 06  and  Obverse  7  to  create  die 
marriage  J-111.  The  striking  progression  appears  to  be  die  marriage  J-1 02  followed 
by  die  marriage  J-111  and  finally  die  marriage  J-1 06. 


Mintmark  on  Reverse  B 


The  J-1 02  die  marriage  is  rare  and  quite  challenging  to  locate.  It  is  often  misattributed 
as  die  marriage  J-1 03. 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-103 
Obverse  2  -  Reverse  C 
Rarity:  R3 

Obverse  2:  Large  die  chip  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck  is  identifiable  even  on  relatively 
low-grade  coins.  Obverse  2  is  also  paired  with  Reverse  B  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 02 
and  Reverse  D  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 04. 


Large  Die  Cliip  on  Neck 


Reverse  C:  Mintmark  low,  centered  and  tilted  left  with  2  1/2  rays  through  the  inte- 
rior. Die  chip  high  in  the  D  of  UNITED.  Reverse  C  is  also  paired  with  Obverse  6  to 
create  die  marriage  J-1 10.  Based  on  the  progression  of  the  die  chip,  die  marriage 
J-103  appears  to  have  been  struck  prior  to  die  marriage  J-1 10. 


l\/lintmark  on  Reverse  C  Die  Chip  High  in  D  of  UNITED 


The  J-103  die  pairing  is  one  of  the  most  common  1853-0  die  marriages.  It  can 
be  found  in  all  grades. 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-104 
Obverse  2  -  Reverse  D 
Rarity:  R6 

Obverse  2:  Large  die  chip  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck  is  identifiable  even  on  relatively 
low-grade  coins.  Obverse  2  is  also  paired  with  Reverse  B  to  create  die  marriage 
J-102  and  Reverse  C  to  create  die  marhage  J-103. 


Large  Die  Chip  on  Neck 

Reverse  D:  Mintmark  low,  left  of  center  with  two  rays  through  the  interior.  This 
reverse  paired  only  with  Obverse  2. 


Mintmark  on  Reverse  D 


The  J-104  die  pairing  is  the  rarest  of  the  1853-0  die  marriages.  Most  examples 
seen  are  in  grades  below  VF. 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-105 
Obverse  3  -  Reverse  A 
Rarity:  R5 

Obverse  3:  This  obverse  has  heavily  polished  devices  with  a  large  amount  of  the 
detail  missing.  The  BER  in  LIBERTY  is  unreadable.  High-grade  coins  show  heavy 
circular  die  polish  lines  in  and  around  the  shield.  Even  low-grade  coins  demonstrate 
one  particularly  heavy  polish  line  in  the  shield.  Examples  are  often  under-graded 
by  third  party  graders  due  to  the  missing  detail  on  the  obverse.  This  obverse  is  also 
paired  with  Reverse  B  to  create  die  marriage  J-106  and  Reverse  E  to  create  die 
marriage  J-107. 


Heavy  Polish  Lines  In  Shield 


Reverse  A:  No  rays  through  mintmark.  There  is  a  die  crack  from  the  rim  through 
the  C  in  AMERICA.  This  reverse  was  also  paired  with  Obverse  1  to  create  die  mar- 
riage J-101.  This  reverse  was  clearly  paired  with  Obverse  1  to  create  die  marriage 
J-101  prior  to  Obverse  3  to  create  die  marriage  J-105  based  on  crack  progression. 
The  J-105  die  marriage  always  has  a  heavy  crack  through  the  C  in  AMERICA  as 
shown  in  the  photo. 


Mintmark  on  Reverse  A          Heavy  Crack  through  C  in  AMERICA 

The  J-1 05  die  pairing  is  one  of  the  rarer  1 853-0  die  marriages  and  seems  to  have 
a  typical  rarity  versus  grade  profile,  becoming  more  difficult  in  higher  grades. 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-106 
Obverse  3  -  Reverse  B 
Rarity:  R5 

Obverse  3:  This  obverse  has  heavily  polished  devices  with  a  large  amount  of  the 
detail  missing.  The  BER  in  LIBERTY  is  unreadable.  High-grade  coins  show  heavy 
circular  die  polish  lines  in  and  around  the  shield.  Even  low-grade  coins  demonstrate  one 
particularly  heavy  polish  line  in  the  shield.  Examples  are  often  under-graded  by  third 
party  graders  due  to  the  missing  detail  on  the  obverse.  This  obverse  also  paired  with 
Reverse  A  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 05  and  Reverse  E  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 07. 


Heavy  Polish  Lines  in  Shield  Mintmark  on  Reverse  B 


Reverse  B:  The  mintmark  is  high  and  centered.  There  are  two  rays  through  the 
mintmark.  There  is  a  die  chip  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  D  in  UNITED.  This  reverse 
also  paired  with  Obverse  2  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 02  and  Obverse  7  to  create  die 
marriage  J-1 11 .  The  striking  progression  appears  to  be  die  marriage  J-1 02  followed 
by  die  marriage  J-1 1 1  and  finally  die  marriage  J-1 06.  In  die  marriage  J-1 06  the  reverse 
has  a  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  eagle's  nose  to  the  rim  which  becomes  quite  promi- 
nent in  late  die  states  and  in  very  late  die  states  it  connects  with  numerous  rim  cuds. 

The  J-106  die  marriage  is  rare  although  it  is  a  bit  more  available  than  the  J-1 05 
die  marriage. 


Die  Chip  in  Lower  Part  of  D  Die  Crack  from  Eagle's  Nose  to  Rim 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-107 
Obverse  3  -  Reverse  E 
Rarity:  R4 

This  die  marriage  is  the  well-known  filled  O  variety  and  it  is  the  only  use  of  Reverse 
E.  It  is  not  nearly  as  rare  as  often  believed  because  many  early  die  states  of  this 
marriage  prior  to  the  filling  of  the  mintmark  are  misattributed  as  Reverse  A.  The  late 
die  state  with  the  filled  O  is  quite  rare  in  higher  grades. 

Obverse  3:  This  obverse  has  heavily  polished  devices  with  a  large  amount  of  the 
detail  missing.  The  BER  in  LIBERTY  is  unreadable.  High-grade  coins  show  heavy 
circular  die  polish  lines  in  and  around  the  shield.  Even  low-grade  coins  demonstrate  one 
particularly  heavy  polish  line  in  the  shield.  Examples  are  often  under-graded  by  third 
party  graders  due  to  the  missing  detail  on  the  obverse.  This  obverse  also  paired  with 
Reverse  A  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 05  and  Reverse  B  to  create  die  marriage  J-1 06. 


Heavy  Polish 
Lines  in  Shield 


Reverse  E:  The  mintmark  has  no  rays  through  it  and  progresses  from  completely 
open  to  partially  filled  to  totally  filled  in  late  die  states.  Additional  features  include  a 
die  crack  running  left  through  the  rays  from  the  mintmark  and  heavy  clash  marks 
below  the  right  facing  wing. 

As  stated  earlier,  the  J-1 07  die  pairing  is  not  one  of  the  rarest  1 853-0  die  marriages. 
Consider  the  die  states  separately  as  1 07a  for  the  early  die  state  with  an  open  0, 1 07b 
for  the  partially  filled  O,  and  1 07c  for  an  entirely  filled  O.  The  early  die  state  J-1 07a  is 
very  scarce  but  appears  in  high  grade  more  frequently  than  the  other  two  die  states. 


Die  States  for  Mintmark  on  Reverse  E 
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The  partially  filled  die  state  J-107b  is  the  rarest,  or  the  least  available  in  the  market 
in  an  absolute  sense.  The  filled  O  die  state  J-107c  is  very  scarce  in  all  grades,  and 
rare  in  grades  better  than  Fine.  The  vast  majority  of  filled  O  examples  grade  G-VG. 


Die  Cracks  Running  Through  Rays 


1853-0  Quarter 
Die  IVIarriage:  J-108 
Obverse  4  -  Reverse  F 
Rarity:  R5 

Obverse  4:  There  are  two  notable  die  rust  lumps  on  the  rock  and  a  die  clash 
showing  below  the  rock. 

Reverse  F:  O  over  horizontal  O  as  shown  in  the  photo  below. 

The  J-108  die  pairing  is  a  rare  and  sought  after  die  marriage.  Though  it  is  rare,  in 
lower  grades  it  is  probably  not  as  rare  as  commonly  believed.  Examples  grading  XF 
and  above,  however,  are  very  rare  and  extremely  difficult  to  locate. 


Die  Rust  Lumps  on  Rock  O  Over  Horizontal  O  on  Reverse  F 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-109 
Obverse  5  -  Reverse  G 
Rarity:  R3 

Obverse  5:  There  are  die  breaks  above  and  below  Liberty's  right  facing  arm.  Die 
clash  in  field  near  left  facing  arm.  Heavily  recut  stars  10  to  13. 


Die  Breal<s  Near  Left  Arm  Die  Brealcs  Near  Right  Arm 


Reverse  G:  The  mintmark  is  high  and  slightly  left  of  center,  with  2  Vi  rays  through 
the  interior.  There  is  a  clash  mark  below  eagle's  right  facing  wing. 

The  J-109  die  pairing  is  one  of  the  more  available  marriages  and  can  be  found 
in  all  grades. 


Mintmark  on  Reverse  G 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-110 
Obverse  6  -  Reverse  C 
Rarity:  R3 

Obverse  6:  There  is  a  very  heavy  die  cracl<  running  from  the  dentils  to  the  rock  at 
7  o'clock  as  shown.  This  obverse  paired  with  Reverse  C. 


Very  Heavy  Die  Crack  from  Dentils  to  Rock 


Reverse  C:  The  mintmark  is  low,  centered  and  tilted  left  with  2  y2  rays  through  the 
interior.  There  is  a  die  chip  high  within  the  D  of  UNITED.  Reverse  C  was  also  paired 
with  Obverse  2  to  create  die  marriage  J-103.  Based  on  progression  of  the  die  chip, 
the  J-103  die  marriage  appears  to  have  been  struck  prior  to  the  J-110  die  marriage. 


Mintmark  Low  and  Centered  Die  Chip  High  in  D  of  UNITED 
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1853-0  Quarter 
Die  Marriage:  J-111 
Obverse  7  -  Reverse  B 
Rarity:  R4 

Obverse  7:  Heavy  recutting  of  stars  10  to  13.  Early  die  states  show  no  cracks 
while  later  die  states  have  extensive  cracking  distinct  from  that  seen  on  Obverse  1 . 
Early  die  states  can  be  difficult  to  distinguish  from  Obverse  1 . 


Heavy  Recutting  at  Stars  10  to  13 


Reverse  B:  The  mintmark  is  high  and  centered.  There  are  two  rays  through  mint- 
mark.  Die  chip  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  D  in  UNITED.  This  reverse  is  also  paired 
with  Obverse  2  to  create  die  marriage  J-102  and  Obverse  3  to  create  die  marriage 
J-106.  The  striking  progression  appears  to  be  die  marriage  J-102  followed  by  die 
marriage  J-1 1 1  and  finally  die  marriage  J-1 06.  Die  marriage  J-1 1 1  has  one  large  and 
sometimes  several  smaller  die  chips  within  the  D  of  UNITED.  In  later  die  states  there 
is  a  light  die  crack  extending  from  the  eagle's  nose  through  the  A  in  STATES  to  the  rim. 


Die  Chip  in  Lower  Portion  of  D  Mintmark  on  Reverse  B 


The  overall  rarity  profile  for  the  1853-0  quarter  is  well  known  and  reflected  in  its 
pricing.  This  issue  is  common  in  grades  of  VF  and  below,  scarce  in  XF,  very  scarce  to 
rare  in  AU,  and  very  rare  in  mint  state.  Though  the  rarity  of  the  specific  die  marriages 
is  less  clear,  it  is  apparent  that  the  majority  of  1853-0  quarters  on  the  market  are 
examples  of  die  marriages  J-1 01,  J-1 03,  J-1 09,  and  J-1 10.  The  other  seven  die 
marriages  are  much  more  difficult  to  locate  than  these  four. 

Acknowledgement:  The  author  would  like  to  thank  Bill  Bugert  for  providing  an 
exceptional  example  of  how  to  write  about  die  studies  in  his  excellent  series  of  books 
on  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  and  for  his  specific  input  and  suggestions  regarding 
this  article. 
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Were  1870-CC  Silver  Dollar  Presentation 

Pieces  Made? 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

The  first  coins  struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  in  February  1870  are  known  to 
have  been  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  It  is  very  likely  that  a  few  specimens  were  made 
as  presentation  pieces  or  branch  mint  proofs  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  new 
Carson  City  Mint.  The  author  of  this  article  and  other  numismatists  believe  this  was 
indeed  the  case. 

Some  information  on  three  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  the  1870-CC  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  is  given  below. 

1.  The  Fairfield  Specimen.  This  Choice  Brilliant  Mint  State  dollar  was  sold  in  Oc- 
tober 1977  by  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries  as  part  of  the  Fa//f/e/d  Collection.  In  the 
words  of  the  cataloguer,  "So  beautiful  are  the  coin's  surfaces,  that  there  is  a  distinct 
possibility  that  this  may  have  been  a  presentation  piece." 

2.  The  French  Specimen.  This  piece  appeared  in  Stack's  session  of  Auction 
'84  in  July  1984.  The  cataloguer  claimed  that  this  specimen  was  the  finest  known 
1 870-CC  dollar  and  a  possible  presentation  piece.  The  coin  was  sold  again  by  Stack's 


Obverse  of  1870-CC  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  -  The  White  Specimen 

40 


in  the  L.R.  French  Jr.  Family  Collection  of  United  States  Silver  Dollars  in  January  1 989. 
This  piece  later  appeared  in  the  sale  of  the  Dr.  John  C.  Wong  Estate  Collection  by 
Bowers  and  Merena  during  November-December  2001 .  The  most  recent  sale  of  this 
piece  was  as  part  of  the  magnificent  Battle  Born  Collection  sold  by  Stack's  Bowers 
Galleries  during  the  Philadelphia  ANA  Convention  in  August  201 2. 

3.  The  White  Specimen.  The  author  believes  that  this  specimen  has  the  most 
deeply  mirrored  prooflike  surfaces  of  any  Carson  City  Liberty  Seated  dollar  known, 
regardless  of  date.  The  author  grades  this  coin  as  an  Ultra-Deep  Mirror  Proof-64 
specimen. 

All  three  of  these  coins  were  struck  from  the  same  die  pair  identified  as  Variety  1  -D 
using  the  modern  identification  methods  described  by  Stephen  Petty  for  attributing 
1870-CC  Liberty  Seated  dollars  that  were  published  in  Issue  #115  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  in  November  2012.  The  whereabouts  of  these  pieces  may  not  be  generally 
known  at  this  time  but  they  would  be  excessively  rare  if  they  are  indeed  presentation 
pieces  or  branch  mint  proofs. 

In  his  book,  The  Mint  on  Carson  Street,  Rusty  Goe  estimates  that  only  20  to  25 
examples  of  the  1 870-CC  Liberty  Seated  dollar  exist  in  Uncirculated  grades.  As  such, 
all  Uncirculated  1870-CC  Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  very  rare. 

In  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins  published  in 
1977,  Walter  Breen  claims  that  proof  1870-CC  Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  untraced 
but  undoubted.  He  asks  if  they  were  possibly  given  out  as  souvenirs  of  the  first  dollar 
coinage  from  the  new  Carson  City  Mint  on  February  1 0, 1 870  and  later  spent.  Too  bad 
he  never  got  the  opportunity  to  examine  the  three  specimens  described  in  this  article. 


Reverse  of  1870-CC  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  -  The  White  Specimen 
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McCloskey  Receives  2012  Ahwash  Award  Plaque 


On  August  1 5,  201 3  Club  President  John  McCloskey  was  presented  with  the  201 2 
Ahwash  Award  Plaque  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  for  his  article  "The  Magnificent 
Dick  Osburn  Collection  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars"  that  appeared  in  Issue  #1 1 3  of 
the  journal.  This  sixteen  page  article  listed  the  date,  certified  grade  and  variety  for  each 
of  the  1 52  coins  in  the  collection.  The  pieces  were  listed  in  tables  by  mint  of  origin  so 
that  the  quality  of  the  collection  by  mint  could  more  easily  be  evaluated.  The  article 
also  contained  more  detailed  information  on  42  of  the  more  important  pieces  in  the 
collection  giving  specifics  about  their  variety  and  describing  their  rarity  in  mint  state. 

This  collection  was  the  first  complete  mint  state  set  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 
ever  assembled  and  represents  an  amazing  accomplishment  by  a  dedicated  scholar 
of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  Dick  Osburn  wrote  a  sixteen  page  article  on  his  trials, 
challenges  and  successes  while  building  this  set  over  a  period  of  many  years  in  Issue 
#1 1 6  of  the  journal.  I  believe  that  his  article  on  the  construction  of  this  set  will  be  one 
of  the  leading  candidates  for  the  2013  Ahwash  Literary  Award  that  was  voted  on  by 
club  members  during  the  Fall  of  2013. 

The  Editor 


2012  Ahwash  Award  Plaque 
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The  Amazing  San  Francisco  Mint  Coinage  of  1870 

by 

John  McCloskey 


Seven  denominations  of  United  States  coinage  were  struck  in  quantity  at  tine  San 
Francisco  Branch  Mint  in  1 870  with  examples  of  these  coins  available  to  the  interested 
collector  at  a  reasonable  price.  Two  denominations  are  common  and  readily  avail- 
able while  the  other  five  can  be  found  in  well  circulated  grades  but  become  scarce  to 
rare  in  grades  above  XF.  The  amazing  part  of  this  story  is  that  there  are  three  other 
denominations  of  1870-S  coinage  that  are  great  rarities  from  the  19'^  century,  pro- 
hibitively rare  and  seldom  seen  in  any  grade.  The  last  part  of  the  story  is  that  there 
is  an  eleventh  San  Francisco  Mint  denomination  from  this  year  that  has  never  been 
seen  by  any  collector  but  evidence  has  surfaced  from  research  through  mint  records 
to  indicate  that  this  denomination  may  actually  exist. 

The  production  of  San  Francisco  Mint  coinage  for  the  year  1870  along  with  its 
listed  value  in  three  circulated  grades  from  the  October  2013  issue  of  Coin  Values 
is  given  in  Table  1  below.  No  prices  are  given  for  the  gold  issues  in  the  VG-8  grade 
because  gold  coinage  is  not  usually  collected  in  this  grade. 

Table  1 

Production  and  Value  of  1870-S  Coinage  in  Circulated  Grades 


Denomination 

Mintage 

VG-8 

VF-20 

AU-50 

Dime 

50,000 

$450 

$650 

$1000 

Half  Dollar 

1 ,004,000 

45 

150 

400 

Gold  Dollar 

3,000 

525 

1250 

Quarter  Eagle 

16,000 

400 

800 

Half  Eagle 

17,000 

1250 

5500 

Eagle 

8,000 

2000 

7000 

Double  Eagle 

982,000 

1800 

2000 

Total 

2,080,000 

$6775 

$17,950 
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The  table  shows  that  95.5%  of  the  total  mintage  was  the  striking  of  silver  half  dol- 
lars and  gold  double  eagles,  the  largest  circulating  silver  and  gold  coinage  from  this 
period  in  United  States  history.  As  such  the  half  dollar  is  the  least  expensive  issue  for 
this  year  in  all  grades  while  the  double  eagle  is  priced  at  little  more  than  the  value  of 
its  gold  content.  These  two  denominations  would  be  readily  available  in  all  circulated 
grades  to  the  interested  collector.  The  only  other  Seated  coin  in  the  table  would  be 
the  1870-S  dime  which  is  scarce  to  rare  in  all  circulated  grades  and  priced  accord- 
ingly. This  issue  has  the  second  smallest  mintage  for  a  San  Francisco  Mint  Seated 
dime  with  only  the  1 885-S  dime  having  a  smaller  mintage  at  this  western  branch  mint. 

The  mintages  for  the  four  smaller  gold  denominations  were  rather  limited  so  that 
these  issues  are  now  scarce  while  the  half  eagle  and  eagle  denominations  are  rare  in 
grades  above  XF.  These  last  two  gold  denominations  circulated  freely  on  the  western 
frontier  during  the  1 9'^  century  so  that  many  of  these  pieces  now  show  considerable 
wear  from  their  time  in  circulation.  The  rarity  of  these  two  denominations  in  AU  grades 
is  reflected  by  their  listed  prices  that  are  well  above  the  price  for  the  double  eagle  in 
the  same  grade.  If  I  were  looking  for  an  1870-S  coin  to  represent  the  coinage  from 
the  San  Francisco  mint  in  1 870  I  would  choose  a  nice  XF  example  of  the  1 870-S  gold 
eagle.  Examples  of  the  seven  1 870-S  denominations  listed  above  would  be  available 
at  most  major  coin  shows  and  examples  of  these  issues  would  also  be  offered  for 
sale  at  auction  on  a  regular  basis. 


1870-S  Gold  Eagle  In  an  XF  Grade 

In  addition  to  the  seven  denominations  of  1870-S  coinage  described  above  there 
are  three  additional  denominations  of  1870-S  coinage  that  represent  some  of  the 
great  rarities  of  United  States  coinage  from  the  19"^  century.  These  three  rarities  will 
be  discussed  in  the  following  paragraphs. 
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1870-S  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 

The  1870-S  Seated  dollar  is  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  Seated  dollar  series 
with  only  nine  known  specimens.  Most  of  these  pieces  are  in  grades  from  VF  to  XF 
and  show  some  wear  from  their  time  in  circulation  during  the  latter  part  of  the  19'^ 
century.  Examples  are  offered  at  auction  from  time  to  time  with  any  sale  of  a  coin 
from  this  issue  creating  excitement  within  the  numismatic  community.  While  there  is 
no  record  of  the  number  of  pieces  struck  it  has  been  estimated  that  somewhere  from 
100  to  200  pieces  must  have  been  initially  produced  to  have  nine  survivors  identi- 
fied more  than  a  century  after  they  were  released  into  circulation  some  time  after 
the  Civil  War.  Surviving  pieces  would  have  had  to  escape  the  government  melting 
of  millions  of  silver  dollars  during  the  early  years  of  the  20'^  century  and  not  lost  by 
citizens  who  would  have  used  them  to  purchase  goods  and  services  during  the  later 
years  of  the  1 9'^  century. 


Extremely  Rare  High  Grade  1870-S  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 


1870-S  Half  Dime 

The  1870-S  half  dime  was  unknown  until  1978  when  a  mint  state  example  was 
discovered  in  the  junk  box  of  a  Chicago  dealer  early  in  this  year.  This  discovery  piece 
was  put  on  display  by  RARCOA  at  the  1 978  ANA  Convention  in  Houston,  Texas  and 
was  available  for  inspection  upon  request  at  the  show.  I  was  at  that  convention  and 
clearly  remember  the  excitement  I  experienced  while  studying  this  coin  that  I  didn't 
even  know  existed  before  attending  the  convention.  Every  Seated  collector  at  the 
show  wanted  to  take  a  look  at  this  incredible  coin  that  represented  an  addition  to  the 
Seated  half  dime  series  and  now  allowed  only  one  collector  at  a  time  to  complete 
his  half  dime  collection.  Studies  have  shown  that  the  reverse  die  used  to  strike  the 
unique  1870-S  half  dime  was  also  used  to  strike  1871-S  half  dimes  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco branch  mint. 
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This  unique  1870-S  half  dime  had  been  certified  as  NGC  MS63  when  it  was  sold 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  auctions  in  July  2004.  At  this  time  I  remember  overhearing 
two  young  collectors  arguing  whether  the  assigned  grade  was  adequate  for  this  coin 
or  whether  the  owner  should  try  to  get  it  into  an  MS64  holder.  The  discussion  was 
rather  heated  and  it  appeared  that  they  were  not  going  to  resolve  their  differences  very 
easily.  Frankly,  I  found  their  disagreement  rather  pointless.  This  piece  was  unique! 
Whether  it  was  graded  MS63  or  MS64  this  piece  would  represent  a  stunning  addition 
to  any  collection  no  matter  what  grade  was  put  on  the  holder! 


Unique  1870-S  Silver  Half  Dime  Discovered  in  1978 


1870-S  Three  Dollar  Gold  Piece 

The  1870-S  three  dollar  gold  piece  was  generally  unknown  within  the  numismatic 
community  until  March  1911  when  an  example  was  offered  for  sale  by  Thomas  L. 
Elder  from  the  William  H.  Woodin  Collection.  The  Woodin  specimen  of  this  rarity  is 
still  unique  today  more  than  a  century  after  it  was  first  sold  at  auction.  The  piece  cur- 
rently resides  in  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Jr.  Collection  on  loan  to  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  branch  mint  three  dollar  gold  pieces  were 
struck  at  any  of  the  branch  mints  after  the  Civil  War  except  for  the  unique  1870-S 
coin  just  described.  This  denomination  however  was  produced  at  the  Philadelphia 
mint  until  1889. 

This  article  has  presented  information  on  ten  denominations  of  United  States 
coinage  that  was  struck  at  the  branch  mint  in  San  Francisco  in  1870.  The  amazing 
feature  of  this  1870-S  coinage  is  that  three  of  these  issues  are  great  rarities  with 
only  one  known  example  for  the  1870-S  half  dime  and  only  one  known  example  for 
the  1870-S  three  dollar  gold  piece.  There  are  nine  verified  examples  of  the  1870-S 
Seated  dollar  but  this  issue  is  still  one  of  the  great  rarities  within  the  Seated  coinage 
that  was  produced  during  the  later  decades  of  the  19'^  century.  One  unanswered 
question  that  comes  to  mind,  why  would  there  be  three  great  rarities  of  United  States 
coinage  in  one  year  from  a  single  branch  mint.  The  answer  almost  certainly  lies  in  the 
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fact  that  the  cornerstone  for  the  second  San  Francisco  Mint,  the  building  known  as 
the  Granite  Lady,  was  laid  in  1870  and  that  some  coins  were  specifically  purchased 
for  placement  in  the  cornerstone  of  the  mint  building  as  it  was  being  built. 

Until  recently  there  were  no  known  mint  records  describing  which  coins  were 
purchased  specifically  for  inclusion  in  the  cornerstone  of  the  new  mint  building.  Then 
about  ten  years  ago,  during  a  visit  to  the  National  Archives  and  Records  Administration 
in  San  Bruno,  California,  numismatic  scholars  Richard  Kelly  and  Nancy  Oliver  located 
an  old  leather  bound  ledger  with  the  title  "Register  of  Warrants  Issued  for  Ordinary 
Expenses,  1865-1873".  Under  the  heading  "Register  of  Warrants  During  Second 
Quarter  1 870"  an  expense  of  $49.60  is  noted  for  the  Coining  Department.  The  small 
handwritten  text  providing  an  explanation  for  this  expense  is  as  follows:  "Coins 
furnished  for  cornerstone  New  Br.  [Branch]  Mint".  The  warrant  number  is  given  as 
738  and  the  clerk  responsible  for  the  transaction  is  listed  as  W.F.  Tracy.  The  warrant 
itself  was  eventually  found  in  a  file  with  the  heading  "William  F.  Tracy"  that  had  been 
buried  among  the  millions  of  stored  United  States  Treasury  Department  records.  A 
copy  of  the  warrant  along  with  more  information  about  this  research  was  published 
on  page  28  of  Issue  #90  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  July  2004. 

The  warrant  gives  specific  details  on  each  coin  purchased  for  placement  in  the 
cornerstone.  Under  the  warrant  the  cornerstone  was  to  include  one  of  each  of  the 
following  coins  for  the  year  1 870  struck  at  the  first  San  Francisco  Mint:  $20,  $1 0,  $5, 
$3,  $2.50  and  $1  gold.  $1 ,  50c,  25c,  10c  and  05c  silver.  The  greatest  surprise  among 
the  eleven  coins  is  the  mention  of  the  1 870-S  quarter  which  is  unknown  to  exist  in  any 
collection.  The  cornerstone  was  also  to  include  a  $3  gold  piece  for  this  year  as  well 
as  an  05c  silver  piece.  These  two  last  denominations  were  not  known  for  many  years 
after  the  cornerstone  for  the  Second  San  Francisco  Mint  was  laid  in  1 870  but  unique 
examples  of  the  $3  gold  piece  and  the  05c  half  dime  were  discovered  during  the  20'^ 
century.  These  discoveries  give  hope  to  the  possibility  that  an  example  of  the  1 870-S 
quarter  may  still  one  day  surface  from  some  long  hidden  location,  perhaps  in  a  private 
collection  or  hidden  away  in  one  of  the  coinage  vaults  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  ten  denominations  that  make  up  the  1 870-S  coinage  from  the  first  San 
Francisco  Mint  are  a  fascinating  group  of  coins  as  they  include  three  great  rarities 
while  recent  numismatic  research  offers  the  possibility  that  an  eleventh  denomination 
in  the  1 870-S  quarter  may  one  day  be  identified.  With  some  important  collections  off 
the  numismatic  market  for  many  decades,  you  just  never  know  what  new  piece  may 
eventually  surface  that  has  been  held  in  private  hands  for  over  a  century  or  more. 


47 


The  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
Established  in  1973 


by 

John  McCloskey 

During  the  early  1970s  Kam  Ahwash  was  a  nationally  known  dealer  of  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  who  attended  most  major  coin  shows  and  auctions  held  around 
the  country.  Kam  would  be  looking  for  choice  examples  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage 
that  he  could  sell  to  his  clients  who  knew  that  he  had  sources  for  many  rare  dates  in 
the  Seated  series.  Usually,  Kam  didn't  have  to  look  very  hard  to  find  choice  Seated 
material!  I  remember  talking  to  him  at  his  table  about  some  work  I  was  going  on  the 
Seated  dime  series  when  another  dealer  would  walk  up  and  show  him  something  like 
a  mint  state  1 871  -CC  quarter.  The  dealer  might  not  have  a  client  for  such  a  piece  but 
he  knew  that  Kam  was  purchasing  high  grade  rarities  for  a  number  of  collectors  who 
retained  his  services  in  locating  choice  Seated  material.  After  a  short  conversation 
Kam  would  purchase  the  piece  and  enhance  his  reputation  as  the  dealer  to  contact 
when  selling  choice  Seated  material  with  very  limited  demand  on  the  numismatic 
market  of  that  period. 

My  research  on  the  Seated  dime  series  at  this  time  involved  studies  of  differences 
in  mintmark  styles  for  the  branch  mint  issues  as  well  as  research  on  hub  changes  that 
I  had  identified  for  the  series.  One  interesting  area  that  I  spent  a  lot  of  time  studying 
was  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  reverse  hub  varieties  for  the  Seated  dime  series  for  the 
years  1 876, 1 877  and  1 878. 1  had  located  examples  of  both  hub  types  for  most  of  the 
issues  struck  during  these  three  years  but  I  could  not  find  an  1876-CC  Type  II  dime. 
I  attended  a  major  show  about  once  every  month  during  this  period  and  I  would  ask 
Kam  if  he  had  located  an  1876-CC  Type  II  dime  since  our  last  meeting.  He  would 
tell  me  no  and  then  indicate  how  many  1876-CC  dimes  he  had  examined  in  the  past 
month.  I  would  tell  him  that  I  had  studied  all  of  the  1876-CC  dimes  I  had  recently  I 
encountered  but  none  of  them  had  the  Type  II  reverse.  While  we  had  not  yet  located 
an  1876-CC  Type  II  dime  he  indicated  that  we  should  keep  looking  because  there 
were  still  a  lot  of  pieces  that  we  had  not  yet  seen.  Then  at  one  show  in  New  York  City 
everything  changed!  I  passed  Kam  walking  down  an  aisle  at  the  show  and  he  told 
me  to  stop  by  his  table  when  I  had  a  chance,  indicating  that  he  wanted  to  show  me 
something  that  he  had  just  purchased.  I  went  over  to  his  table  about  and  hour  later 
and  Kam  reached  into  his  pocket  and  pulled  out  an  1876-CC  Type  II  dime  that  was 
a  brilliant  uncirculated  gem.  I  was  astonished!  Here  was  an  example  of  a  variety  that 
I  had  been  trying  to  prove  actually  existed  and  in  an  instant  I  found  myself  staring  at 
a  piece  that  was  nicer  than  any  Seated  dime  that  I  had  ever  seen.  Well  anyway  Kam 
answered  the  question  I  had  been  pondering  for  over  a  year,  the  1876-CC  Type  II 
dime  did  exist.  This  piece  was  later  sold  to  Allen  Lovejoy  and  it  had  been  certified  as 
NGC  MS66  when  it  appeared  in  the  sale  of  the  Allen  F.  Lovejoy  Collection  of  United 
States  Dimes  by  Stack's  in  their  55th  Anniversary  Sale  on  October  16,  1990. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  I  was  completing  my  reference  set  of  Seated  dimes  and 
I  was  very  concerned  about  avoiding  counterfeit  examples  of  the  early  Carson  City 
rarities.  There  were  no  certification  services  at  this  time  and  quite  a  number  of  the 
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rarities  that  I  examined  during  this  period  had  added  mintmarks.  When  I  would  tell  a 
dealer  that  one  of  his  pieces  was  counterfeit,  he  would  just  put  it  back  into  his  case 
for  someone  else  to  buy.  At  the  next  show  the  same  counterfeit  piece  was  still  in  the 
dealer's  case.  I  am  sure  that  sooner  or  later  somebody  bought  it  and  got  stuck  with 
something  that  had  no  value. 

With  a  number  of  counterfeit  Carson  City  dimes  appearing  at  major  shows,  I  was 
determined  to  find  a  way  to  authenticate  these  rarities.  It  took  several  months  but 
after  examining  a  number  of  pieces  at  shows  I  discovered  that  the  early  Carson  City 
dimes  had  a  unique  wide  gauge  edge  reeding  with  only  89  reeds.  This  was  a  very 
distinctive  edge  reeding  that  was  only  used  during  the  early  years  at  the  Carson  City 
mint.  I  found  that  any  early  Carson  City  dime  without  the  distinctive  reeding  was  a 
counterfeit. 

I  would  discuss  my  research  with  Kam  and  we  both  agreed  that  it  was  unfortunate 
that  there  was  not  a  publication  dedicated  specifically  to  Liberty  Seated  coinage 
where  collectors  could  read  about  advances  in  the  study  of  these  beautiful  silver 
coins  from  the  19th  century.  Since  no  publication  was  available  to  report  new  re- 
search Kam  knew  that  he  would  have  to  use  his  contacts  to  create  a  club  that  would 
record  advances  in  information  specifically  related  to  these  coins.  He  expected  that 
the  creation  of  such  a  publication  would  greatly  expand  the  interest  in  the  collecting 
of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

During  1973  Kam  was  mailing  out  price  lists  of  Seated  coins  that  he  had  for  sale 
to  over  1 00  clients  who  looked  to  him  for  high  grade  examples  of  Seated  coinage  for 
their  collections.  In  fact,  he  had  want  lists  from  many  of  his  clients  and  when  he  located 
nice  examples  of  the  rare  dates,  he  had  several  collectors  interested  in  buying  some 
of  the  pieces  in  his  inventory.  Kam  included  information  on  new  discoveries  with  his 
price  lists  but  recognized  that  these  loose  pages  were  not  sufficient  to  preserve  the 
research  that  was  then  being  conducted  on  Seated  coinage. 

Recognizing  the  need  for  a  publication  that  was  dedicated  to  preserving  the 
advances  in  the  knowledge  of  Seated  coinage,  Kam  called  a  meeting  at  the  ANA 
Convention  in  Bal  Harbour,  Florida  in  August  1974  with  the  expressed  purpose  of 
creating  a  publication  that  would  regularly  publish  research  finding  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  Kam  was  selected  as  President  of  the  club  and  he  assumed  the  responsibil- 
ity of  publishing  the  first  three  issues  of  the  new  journal.  The  first  twenty  page  issue 
of  the  new  Gobrecht  Journal  was  sent  to  all  of  the  collectors  on  Kam's  client  mail- 
ing list  and  was  released  in  December  1974.  This  first  issue  contained  five  articles 
and  a  large  number  of  ads  where  individual  collectors  could  introduce  themselves 
to  other  Liberty  Seated  collectors.  I  did  not  contribute  an  article  in  this  first  issue  but 
I  did  include  a  two  paragraph  statement  indicating  that  I  had  accumulated  a  large 
reference  collection  of  Seated  dimes  and  I  would  be  interested  in  discussing  Seated 
dime  varieties  with  anyone  who  had  been  studying  the  dime  series.  This  issue  also 
contained  a  picture  of  the  seven  individuals  who  attended  this  First  Annual  Meeting 
of  LSCC  on  page  2.  I  am  the  only  individual  in  the  photograph  who  is  still  an  active 
member  of  LSCC  and  as  far  as  I  know,  Maurice  Rosen  is  the  only  other  person  in 
the  photograph  who  is  still  alive  after  all  of  these  years. 

I  contributed  my  first  article  in  Issue  #2  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  that  was  published 
in  April  1 975.  This  article  was  on  the  Type  I  and  Type  1 1  reverse  die  varieties  for  1 876  to 
1 878  Seated  dimes.  This  article  indicates  that  I  had  been  unable  to  locate  an  1 876-CC 
Type  II  dime  but  that  I  was  still  trying  to  prove  that  this  variety  did  indeed  exist.  Kam 
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did  not  show  me  the  discovery  coin  of  this  variety  until  the  ANA  Convention  in  New 
York  City  during  the  summer  of  1976.  We  now  know  that  this  variety  is  still  rare  but 
enough  examples  have  been  identified  so  that  a  collector  can  find  one  for  purchase 
if  he  is  interested  in  adding  this  variety  to  his  collection. 

With  my  continuing  interest  in  authentication  in  the  Seated  dime  series  I  contrib- 
uted my  second  article  in  Issue  #3  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  This  article  presented  a 
study  of  edge  reeding  on  all  issues  in  the  Seated  dime  series.  I  found  that  a  very  wide 
gauge  reeding  with  only  89  reeds  was  used  exclusively  during  the  early  years  at  the 
Carson  City  mint  so  that  genuine  examples  of  these  early  CC  rarities  could  be  easily 
identified  by  the  collector.  My  studies  also  indicated  that  a  collar  with  only  103  reeds 
was  used  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  so  that  pieces  from  this  branch  mint  could  also 
be  distinguished  from  those  of  the  other  mints.  This  implies  that  genuine  examples 
of  the  1860-O  dime  could  be  distinguished  from  coins  with  added  mintmarks  from 
the  Philadelphia  mint. 

I  spoke  to  Kam  during  the  summer  of  1 975  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  Club  President  and  Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  I  indicated  that 
I  would  be  willing  to  assume  these  responsibilities  so  Kam  announced  that  I  would 
be  the  Club  President  and  Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  at  the  ANA  Convention  in 
Los  Angeles  during  August  1975.  I  began  my  term  of  office  on  September  1,  1975 
and  have  published  three  issues  of  the  journal  every  year  for  the  past  38  years  and 
am  now  well  into  my  39th  year  as  Club  President  and  Editor  of  the  journal. 

Because  the  journal  was  created  at  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  during  the 
ANA  Convention  in  August  1974,  the  club  will  not  complete  40  years  of  publication 
of  the  journal  until  July  2014  when  Issue  #120  will  be  published.  I  announced  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  during  July  2013  that  I  would  serve  as  Club  President  and 
Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  for  one  more  year  and  retire  from  these  positions  on 
August  31 ,  2014  after  which  I  will  have  served  as  editor  of  the  journal  for  39  years 
and  contributed  to  the  publication  for  its  entire  existence  of  40  years  from  December 
1974  to  July  2014. 

I  therefore  have  only  two  more  issues  of  the  journal  to  publish  before  my  term 
ends  on  August  31 ,  2014. 1  would  therefore  like  to  encourage  club  members  to  make 
Issues  #1 1 9  and  #1 20  special  issues  to  celebrate  40  years  during  which  the  journal 
has  advanced  the  collecting  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  and  greatly  expanded  the 
available  research  on  this  beautiful  series  of  silver  coinage  from  the  19th  century. 

I  am  sure  that  every  one  of  the  nearly  600  active  club  members  has  an  interesting 
experience  that  they  could  share  with  other  members  of  the  club.  An  article  can  be 
one  or  two  pages  or  something  longer.  We  have  all  had  fortunate  purchases  or  made 
unusual  discoveries  that  have  brought  us  satisfaction  in  our  collecting  pursuits.  I  am 
often  surprised  by  some  of  the  unusual  happenings  that  have  occurred  during  auc- 
tions or  on  the  floor  at  a  major  show.  Articles  for  Issue  #119  or  Issue  #120  may  be 
sent  to  my  e-mail  address  at  mcclosjw@udayton.edu  or  through  the  postal  service 
to  my  home  address  as  shown  on  the  back  cover  of  this  issue  of  the  journal.  I  will 
be  accepting  articles  for  Issue  #119  during  January  2014  and  for  Issue  #120  during 
May  2014.  I  would  take  great  pleasure  in  publishing  a  variety  of  articles  on  Seated 
coinage  from  as  many  members  as  possible  while  ending  my  service  as  Editor  of 
the  journal  during  August  201 4. 
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On  the  Cover 


The  covers  of  this  issue  of  the  journal  present  pictures  of  a  gold  proof  LSCC  40th 
Anniversary  Medal  that  is  one  of  four  types  produced  by  the  club  to  commemorate 
the  40th  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  LSCC  by  Kamal  Ahwash  in  1973.  The  four 
types  of  metals  would  be  silver  medals  with  a  satin  finish,  silver  medals  with  a  proof 
finish,  gold  medals  with  a  proof  finish  and  trial  strike  copper  medals  with  a  proof  finish. 
There  were  310  medals  struck  in  silver,  130  with  a  satin  finish  and  180  with  a  proof 
finish.  There  were  23  medals  struck  in  gold,  all  with  a  proof  finish.  There  were  10 
medals  struck  in  copper,  all  trial  strike  pieces  with  a  proof  finish.  Finally,  there  were 
40  silver  uniface  medals  struck  for  future  LSCC  award  activities. 

The  23  gold  medals  were  originally  scheduled  to  receive  special  edge  lettering 
to  capture  LSCC  club  member  numbers.  However,  this  plan  evolved  as  most  club 
members  also  desired  that  their  names  be  added  along  with  their  club  membership 
number.  All  but  three  gold  medals  were  struck  and  lettered  with  club  membership 
numbers  and  names.  Gold  medals  ordered  by  club  member  numbers  and  names 
are  given  as  shown  below: 

089  455  462  687  968  1054  1271  1381  1460  1494 
1737  1990  2005  2016  2077  2169  2289  2296*  2297*  2298 
2300     2312*  2316 

*Denotes  Member  Number  only  on  edge,  all  others  include  member  name. 

The  listing  above  is  a  revision  of  what  appeared  on  page  5  of  Issue  #117  of  the 
journal.  Membership  number  089  was  not  listed  in  the  previous  issue  because  of 
some  special  planning  on  the  part  of  the  40th  Anniversary  Committee.  It  seems  that 
the  committee  had  decided  to  honor  me  for  my  long  service  to  LSCC  with  a  40th  An- 
niversary Medal  Presentation  Set  at  the  club's  Annual  Meeting  on  August  15,  2013. 
If  the  committee  had  listed  my  membership  number  in  the  listing  I  would  have  known 
that  something  special  was  about  to  happen.  Instead,  I  was  taken  completely  by 
surprise  and  I  am  very  grateful  to  the  committee  for  this  wonderful  gift. 


John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  /f^^ 
COLLECTORS  CLUB  M 


^'^^^^       Publishersof  the  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL  ^"^^^^ 

Treasurer's  Report  2012-2013 

Beginning  Balance  -  September  1 ,  201 2   $1 5,233.38 

Receipts 

Membership  Dues  $10,070.00 

Advertising   100.00 

Donations   238.00 

Interest   36.30 

Back  Issues   80.00 

Auctions   3,475.00 

Medals   26,362.41 

Total  Receipts  $40,361 .71 

Total  Available   $55,595.09 

Disbursements 

Printing   $6,977.54 

Postage   3,938.93 

FUN  Dues   15.00 

Office  Supplies   591.90 

Post  Office  Box  Rental   88.00 

Medals   18,879.28 

Website   10000 

Total  Spent   $30,590.65 

Cash  Balance  -  August  31,  2013   $25,004.44 

Len  Augsburger 

LSCC  Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LibertvSeated  Collectors  Club  i 

NAME    \ 

ADDRESS   1 

CITY    STATE   ZIP   ] 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE   DATE   


Membership  Fee  —  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address,  it  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 
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Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf^ 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to:  ' 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal  j 

5718  King  Arthur  Drive  | 

Kettering,  Ohio  45429  | 


